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stream of the channel; and in the cen-
tral stream of the channel it’s 11-12
miles an hour but out a way at the base
of the hills, and it’s flooded hill to hill.
The water is moving along at a clip
that’s, oh, a fast pace if you’re walk-
ing, is what it would be.

And we have watched business after
business, farm after farm, residence
after residence go underwater. They
sandbag, set up pumps, and then they
lose the battle. And then the house and
buildings fill up with water, sometimes
clear up to the eaves, sometimes half-
way up on the windows of the living
room.

And we have miles and miles of trees
that have been standing in water that
is 10-, 12-, 16-feet deep for the better
part of the summer. I’'ll say all sum-
mer. And when the wind blows and the
water starts to go down, the trees just
tip over. Miles and miles of huge trees
laying down, the swath of them just
fallen over by wind and gravity and
nothing for their roots to hang on to,
and hundreds of thousands of farm
fields that are underwater, and flooded
with huge sand bars that are created by
the current and all kinds of junk
washed out into the middle of them.

This is what we’re dealing with on
the Missouri River.

The Corps of Engineers has built in
the upper Missouri River six dams.
They’re known as the Pick-Sloan Pro-
gram. That began sometime in the ’40s
and ’50s. They looked back on the his-
torically highest flood, which was 1881,
and they had a large flood in 1943. It
wasn’t as much as 1881, but it was a
heads-up wake-up call that started
Congress working. And they began
working on this Pick-Sloan Program to
prevent flooding in the Missouri River.

In 1952, there was a huge flood, and
that accelerated the construction.
They completed in the late 1950s and
early 1960s the six-dam reservoir com-
plex of the Pick-Sloan Program that
goes clear on up into Montana.

They wrote a master manual for the
Corps of Engineers that guides them on
how they shall manage the reservoirs
and how they shall manage the Mis-
souri River. The master manual, Mr.
Speaker, has been amended. I believe
there have been five different versions.
But in each of those versions, the Corps
of Engineers says use the same amount
of storage capacity for flood control.

There is a permanent pool, and above
that permanent pool they have always
kept 16.3 million acre feet for flood
control. The reason that they have 16.3
million acre feet is because that was
the amount that was calculated that
was necessary to protect from the
floods of the largest run-off ever expe-
rienced, which was 1881. In 1881, 49 mil-
lion acre feet of water came down. In
2011, the number will be 61 million acre
feet of water.

So I have a bill I trust was intro-
duced this afternoon or will be before
the fall of the gavel today, Mr. Speak-
er, that requires the Corps of Engineers
to manage the Pick-Sloan Program, to

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

protect from serious downstream flood-
ing, and to adjust those flood levels to
the largest amount ever experienced.
And that language then means 2011
run-off rather than 1881 run-off.

So if we get another year of this kind
of run-off, we will be using the storage
rather than having it be part of the
permanent pool so that all of this
downstream flooding that has wiped
out hundreds and hundreds of square
miles and set it under a flowing cur-
rent of water for the whole summer can
all be protected.

They easily have the storage capac-
ity to protect all of us downstream
from that type of serious flooding. The
legislation that I have that has been
sponsored by representatives from at
least four States along the Missouri—
and I'm not sure who else might have
signed on it this afternoon—just sim-
ply says to the Corps of Engineers: Ad-
just the flood storage from the 16.3 mil-
lion acre feet to an amount that will
protect from serious downstream flood-
ing.

That’s the message in the bill. That’s
what I'm going to ask this Congress to
pass. That’s what I think we have a
reasonable chance of having unanimous
support among the States affected by
the Missouri River floods all the way
up to the headwaters and all the way
down to St. Louis. I'm hopeful every
Member will sign on. It’s bipartisan.
We have about the same number of
Democrats as we do Republicans on
that bill, and it’s something I feel the
need to notice this Congress that is
something that I'd ask for support, and
hopefully we can start to move it
through.

So, Mr. Speaker, as we get close to
wrapping up business in this Congress
for this week, I think about what we
have ahead of us.

Of course one of the things we have
ahead of us is how do we fund this gov-
ernment beyond September 30. That
will be ultimately, I believe, a CR, a
continuing resolution. We have the
debt ceiling debate behind us, at least
for now. We have the pressure points
that are set up by the debt ceiling bill.
I have never been a fan of a supercom-
mittee of 12 apostles sitting in a room,
deciding for all of the rest of us what
they think is best. The product that
may come from there, if it’s used right,
can be useful, and it can produce a
happy ending here.

I’'m hopeful that they will make sug-
gestions and work with the commit-
tees. And the cuts that we must get in
this Congress, I believe, need to be pro-
duced by the committees that have the
most and the best knowledge about the
subject matter at hand, that it’s not
just a slash-and-burn from inside the—
perhaps, and maybe not—closed doors
of the supercommittee. And I think
this country has got a long ways to go.

But in the end, here’s what gets us
where we need to go. Pass the Fair
Tax, Mr. Speaker. That turns this
economy back around and does all the
things that I've said. It does every-
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thing good that everybody’s policy
does. It does them all. It does them all
better.

It gives people back their freedom. It
gives them 56 percent more in their
paycheck. They decide when to pay
taxes when they make a purchase. And
it rewards production. It stops pun-
ishing production. And in the end, it
inversely rewards production. People
will produce more. They’ll earn more.
They’ll save more, will export more.
Our dollar will be worth more. People’s
labor will be worth more.

And the 80 million Americans that
are of working age but are simply not
in the workforce need to be put to
work. We can’t have a Nation of slack-
ers and then have me have to sit in the
Judiciary Committee, listening to
them argue that there’s work that
Americans won’t do so we have to im-
port people to do work Americans
won’t do and borrow money to pay the
welfare of people that won’t work.
That is a foolish thing for a Nation to
do.

We’ve got to get this country back to
work and get those people out of the
slacker roles and on to the employed
roles. That and revalue the dollar.

We’ve got to balance the budget.
That means pass a balanced budget
amendment that actually is a legiti-
mate balanced budget amendment with
a supermajority required to waive the
balance, a supermajority required to
raise the debt ceiling, a supermajority
required to exceed 18 percent of the
GDP, and a supermajority required to,
as I said, raise taxes, balance the budg-
et, and exceed the debt limit.

So if we can do those things—repeal
ObamaCare, pass the Fair Tax, pass a
balanced budget amendment out of this
Congress, ask the States to save us—
that would be a pretty good foundation
to build this country on, and it would
be a good foundation for little Reagan
Ann King, who’s just taken her first
steps in the last 24 hours, to look ahead
and think, Grandpa actually is doing
something here in Congress. It’s going
to open the door up for her and all of
her generation to come in and con-
tribute to this country and still have
something left for themselves and start
to get to the point where we can one
day start to pay down this national
debt.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate your atten-
tion here this afternoon, your service
in this Congress as well.

I yield back the balance of my time.

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Pate, one
of his secretaries.

————

AMERICA’S SPENDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GARDNER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
is recognized for 30 minutes.
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